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BOG K § FOR YOUNGER READERS 
feported by Varda Pinckard 


ROOKS I'O READ ALOUD 


Schlein, Miriam Abelard-Schuman 
MY FAMILY Cloth; $2.75; lOx7s 


* The complexities of what makes an uncle an uncle, a mother a mother, an 
aunt an aunt are of primary interest to every child in his first investigation of 
society. Whimsically treated here. the family, its structure and meaning, are. 
scrutinized. That mother once was a little girl, that she, too, had a mother, who 
miraculously is also a grandmother. that aunts are nice and perform myriad functions. 
that.cousins are aunt's children and mother's nephews sharing grandparents but not 
parents, all these facts form a pattern both puzzling and delightful to the little 
boy of this story. As he unravels the puzzle he unearths the most delightful in- 
gredients of the "family"--warmth, love and closeness. Fancifully illustrated by 
Harvey Weiss this is a stimulating and amusing analysis of direct interest to every 
child. (4/26. LC:60-7501) 


Hoffmann, Felix Harcourt, Brace 
THE SLEEPING BEAUTY Board; $3.50; 12x85 





* The full poetic force of this much loved fairy tale is captured here with 
a minimum of text. Achieved largely through the softly colored, limpid illustrations 
of the Swiss artist, Felix Hoffmann,the mood of beauty caught in a century of sleep 
permeates this telling of the Grimm story. A book to capture and stir the imagination 
of children who, too young to read themselves, will seek out the story through the 
tender illustrations and will retain in their memories the simple but eloquent read 
aloud text. (Publ.) 


Titus, Eve McGraw-Hill 
ANATOLE AND THE ROBOT Cloth; $2.50; 10x73 


The war between man and machine rages in an atmosphere traditionally de- 
dicated to cultivation of the individual taste. Anatole, a mouse and a master 
cheese taster, is threatened by a robot who mechanically determines the advantages 
and drawbacks of cheese. But Anatole faces his obstacle with human ingenuity and 
resigns to the robot the mechanical role for which he is best fitted. Illustrated 
in witty drawings by Paul Galdone the Gallic antics of Anatole will once again 
entertain the fans he has won on his previous adventures. (Publ. LC:60-8849) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEV- FICTION 
Aiken, Joan Abelard-Schuman 
THE KINGDOM AND THE CAVE $2.75 


Mickle, a palace cat, and Michael, the young Prince who is his master, 
valorously defend the kingdom from the Under People. Clever, endowed with magic 
properties, the wicked Under People are boring from below and will soon dethrone 
the hapless king unless something is done. And something is done with the aid of a 
host of kindly and ingenious animals. Adventure, fantasy, and wit distinguish this 
book which unhesitantly constructs an imaginative world for the young reader to 
enter. (5/4. LC:59-11272) 
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Eberle, Irmengarde Watts 
. JOHNNY'S ISLAND ARK $2.95 


Se ssa 


Johnny, a city child, is devoted to the Everses, a truck farm family, to their 
neighbors, and especially to their neighbor's horse, Red Roy. When, through an accident, 
Johnny's enthusiesm for riding leads to the ruin of a vegetable garden, Johnny is de- 
termined to meke compensation for the damage he has done. He more than compensates when 
he saves the cattle belonging to Red Roy's master from the ravages of a flood. A sus- 
eeLeseh) story which endows a credible situation with pathos and adventure. (5/15. LC: 
60-5584 


Matthias, Virginia Watts 
; THE BIG BENDING TREE $2.95 


* When eight-year-old Susy moves with her family to Kentucky from Ohio she does 
so with singular lack of enthusiasm. Here in the back woods her doctor father will find 
much to do as will her mother in tending the house. But where, oh where will Susy find 
diversion since, obviously, in this remote area there could be no children. Happily Susy 
is wrong and the Kentucky mountains sbound in children. Susy is a catalyst in the lives 
of these children as they are in hers, bringing her to a broader perspective and deeper 
understanding of herself and others. Filled with events and enriched with detail of 
contemporary life in the Kentucky mountains. (5/15. LC:60-5583) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Wheeler, Opal , Dutton 
THE ADVENTURES OF RICHARD WAGNER V $3.75 


If one is to accept these episodes of Wagner's early life as fact, the com- 


poser of some of the most brooding and monumental operas ever written must have been up 4 
to ea point a peculiar hybrid of TillEulenspiegel and Tiny Tim. Stepson of an actor, the 
love of the stage was early engendered in the lively "Dicker". All about him, sensitive 


edults observe his ertistic instincts although not quite sure exactly what expression they 
finelly will take. The death of his stepfather, his close relationship with a younger 
sister, his early musical training--failures and triumphs--are all recounted here in this 
readable, lively and often funny book for children who for the most part will not be able 
for “aed years to appreciate the unique quality of Wagner's achievements. , (6/17. LC:60- 
6016 ) 


Aldis, Dorothy Putnam 
QUICK AS A WINK $2.75 


Here is a poetic approach to insects. Pertinent facts about ants, grasshoppers, 
beetles, bees, dragonflies, etc., are contained within Dorothy Aldis' delicate little 
verses. Interpolated in the verse forms are peragraphs of didactic prose which though 
short and to the point somewhat interrupt the mood of the poems. A good supplement to 
entymological studies, in or out of school. Illustrated in line drawings by Peggy West- 
phas. (5/8. LC:60-6854) 

x 

ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- FICTION 


Kjelgaard, Jim a Holiday House 
BOOMERANG Hoel ‘EWR, $2 95 


* With that same excellence of style and fidelity to background which distinguished 
Fire Hunter and Wild Trek, Jim Kjelgaard now tells the story of an Australian aborigine. 
Balulu, a brave boomerang hunter and the last survivor of the wild dog totem, shares with 
his tribe the ordeal of drought and famine. When the other aborigines decide to eat the 
wild dogs and even consider using humen life as bait, Balulu sets forth to find a new and 
fertile hunting ground. Remarksble ingenuity and faith in his totem lead him to his goal. 
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Fascinating detail of primitive life recommend this not only to the obvious 
audience of boys but to all readers appreciative of convincing adventure and provo- 
cative situations. (4/15) 


LLEVEN PO THIRTEEN- VOV-FICTIOV 
Vandivert, William & Rita Dodd, Mead 
YOUNG RUSSIA $3.00 


The concept of a deprived power state seems somewhat shaken by these 
lively photographs of Russian youth. Following the life of Russian children from' 
their swaddling days through high school, the subjects are shown at their various 
activities--playing with dolls, reciting their allegiance, learning tredes, partici- 
pating in holiday activities, doing research, play acting. Written and photographed 
by the authors of "he Porcupine Xnown as J. i. and Common kil? Animals and Pheir 
Youné this is an arresting picture of young people in whose lives physical health, 
intellectual and practical activity, and community loyalty are continually stressed. 
Here is a fertile climate but one in which the ardent individualist will not sponta- 
neously thrive. (4/25. LC:60-8099) 


POTRPEEN TO FIFTEE\V- FICTIOV 
Picard, Barbara Leonie _ Walck 
THE ILIAD OF HOMER $3.50 


* The tragedy of Achilles, who prefers a short and glorious life to a long 
and obscure one, forms the dramatic core of this complex story of the war between 
the Trojans and the Greeks. Son of a mortal and a god, Achilles is boldly portrayed 
against a fabric of those noble deeds which later were to provide the Greeks with | 
their dramatic mythology. Illustrated in the classical tradition by Joan Kiddell- 
Monroe, this prose companion to Barbara Picard's “ie Or;ssey of Homer is recounted 
with economy and vigor. The classical essence of the story is maintained as the 
fate of men, gods and countries emerge with a swift and noble dramatic force entirely 
in keeping with the lofty nature of ‘“° ‘Jliad's intent. Free of ponderous forms and 
language, this edition of The Iliad conveys the pure quality of that epic and goes 
far to encourage the reader in the further investigation of the Greek world. (5/18) 


THIPPREV TO PIFVEEN- VON-FICTIOY 
Cooke, David Putnam 
RACING PLANES THAT MADE HISTORY $2.50 


Fighter Planes, Bomber Planes, and Transport Planes have, in previous 
books, been reviewed by the author. Now the outstanding racing planes of various 
countries are reported in terms of the significant events in which they participated, 
their pilots, specifications, and achievements. From the American Curtis Golven 
Flyer with its record in 1909 of 47.65 mph to the oz which in 1957 set a midget 
record of 213.16 mph David Cooke scrupulously collects and records information which 
should be of interest to flight enthusiasts and to racing fans. (5/20. LC:60-6868) 


FICTION FOR YOUVG ADULTS 
Bridge, Ann McGraw-Hill 
THE NUMBERED ACCOUNT $h.50 


For the third time Julia Probyn, the beautiful British heroine of {te 
Portuguese [scape and The "1 4hthearted Qucst, is the central figure in a femininely 
styled cloak and dagger yarn. This time she must solve a case involving British 
Intelligence, secret blueprints, and a huge fortune. Set in Switzerland, this some- 
what thin adventure-romance will appeal to feminine readers who like their action 
well dosed with travel lore. F.R. p. 307. el? LC:60-10595 ) 

¢ 











; 
— 
| 
Ss 
q 





332 (J-156) NOV-FICTIOV FOR YOUNG ADULTS April 15, 1960 


Shulman, Charles Crown 
WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A JEW $3.95 


* This book, written by a Rabbi, is of primary value to young readers who are 
grappling with the question of their identity as Jews or as Christians living in a 
Christian-Judaic society. The sociological position of the Jew is examined both his- 
torically and in terms of the present, famous Jews are scrutinized in terms of their at- 
titudes toward Judaism, and the state of modern Judaism is carefully analyzed. A section 
dealing with Israel and the Diaspora and certain problems posed by the establishment of 
the Jewish state conclude this simply written, concise, and illuminating book. F.R. p. 


214. (5/3. LC:60-8624) 


Simons, Lt. Col. D.C. with Doubleday 
Schanche, Don MAN HIGH $4.50 





This account by an air force surgeon presents a graphic description of the U.S. 
operations by balloon which have attempted to study the physical effects of outer space 
on man. A stirring account of his own ascent which took him above 100,000 feet for twenty 
four hours and a thrilling story of another balloonist who, for several hours, was forced 
to endure a 108-degree fever but lived to tell about it, climax this history of our high 
altitude balloon research. The devotee of science fiction, the prospective spaceman, and 
the aspiring medical student will find much to interest and entertain in this readable and 
informetive text. F.R. p. 326. (6/10. LC:60-8684) 


Barker, Will Harper 
FAMILIAR INSECTS OF AMERICA $4.95 


Of the 82,000 and more insects of North America, a selection is here made of the 
representative species found throughout the country. The author stresses classifications, 
unusual manifestations, life histories, relationships to man, and characteristics of his = 
insect subjects and includes a glossary, bibliography, color plates, black and white 
drawings and schematic diagrams. A lively introduction to the world of insects for young 
entymologists or readers in search of an accessible and rewarding hobby. Fully illustrated. 
F.R. p. 317. (5/11. LC:60-8525) 





Sergeant, Elizabeth Holt 
ROBERT FROST $5.00 


Robert Frost is a popular poet with young people. The life of Frost, his eco- 
nomically difficult childhood, his years at Dartmouth and Harvard with their attendant 
rebellion against the collegiate atmosphere, his program of self education, and his sub- 
sequent career as farmer and first poet of America are recorded here. Told with warmth 
and sensitivity, this is a biography not only of externals but of the intense inner life 
lived so richly and firmly by the unique New Englander. Students of English literature 
will a both in terms of Frost's work and his general attitudes. F.R. 
p- 227. 13 


Macmillan, Norman St. Martin's Press 
GREAT AIRCRAFT $5.95 


This lively, terse history of air flight not only describes individual, epic- 
making craft, but the men who flew them. Beginning with the Wright brothers, the text 
covers World War I flying, early long distance flights, racing, the birth of the Spitfire, 
the B 29 in its first raids of Japan, and the Jet Age. Written by a popular British 


author, this book should appeal to all boys with even the glimmer of interest in flight. a 
Illustrated. F.R. p. 324. (5/2. LC:60-7602) 
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Styron, William Random House 
SET THIS HOUSE ON FIRE $5.95 


* The third and long-awaited novel by the author of the critically celebrated 
Lie Down in Darkness, this is a complex, ambitious book which sets out to explore the 
limits and varieties of good and evil and in the process presents a picture of recent 
American life which is drawn in compeiling detail and with strong authority. A 
vigorous, alive book, in spite of its exhibitionism and shock, is totally unlike the 
author's first book in its quality of nihilism and a certain stoicism. The story is 
told from the points of view of two characters: Peter Leverett, a young New York 
lawyer who has felt vaguely responsibie for the violent death of his wealthy friend, | 
Mason Flagg, years before in Italy, and Cass Kinsolving, an American alcoholic painter | 
who was mysteriously involved with Flagg. From the vantage point of the present, the | 
| two men reconstruct, together, the events which led to the rape and murder of an | 
| Italian peasant girl with whom Cass was in love and the supposed suicide but actual | 
murder of the self-indulgent and egotistical Mason Flagg. If, essentially, William 
| Styron demonstrates only the impossible complexities of the problem of evil, of guilt 
& and retribution, he does succeed brilliantly in the creation of character and in a 
series of tableaux he manages to present absolutely devastating portraits of a special 
kind of American in Europe, of segments of a lingering Southern culture, the cultural 
avant-garde in New York and the particular, peculier characteristics of the purveyors 
of mass culture and entertainment. Too sensationel for many, this will be widely 
read and much discussed. (LC:00-5560) (Q) 
- June 15 Vv 





Chase, Mary Flien Norton 
THE LOVELY AMBITION $3.95 


| * This is an experience in savoring “life with father” of a wholly different 
kind- but it is hard to view it as a novel. Though the facts do not fit the fiction, 
the impression left is that this must have happened. "Father" is a Methodist parson- | 
and in East Angiia,at the turn of the century, there was still a kind of social stigma 
on "chapel" as distinguished from "church". This- and the limited educational oppor- 
tunities- were determining factors when he accepted a "call" to a Maine village and 
transported his family,- a wife who knew just how to take his eccentricities and 
worshipped his essential goodness, an adolescent daughter, and twins, aged ten, a boy 
and a girl. It is the girl who tells the story of their three- going on four- years 
in Pepperell, Maine, a coastal village where it lent the parish a bit of distinction 
to have a foreigner, even if he did such strange things as practice Christienity on 
levels long since discounted. Some of the most entertaining chapters deal with visits 
paid the parsonage by inmates of the State Hospital, where he served as chaplain. 
Father's ambitions were completely impossible to catalogue:- in England it might be 
occasional visits to Bury St. Mary, his ideal village; in Maine it was the long dreamed 
of pilgrimage to Walden Pond, there to savor his adored Thoreau at first hand. The 

* trip to America- by steerage- had its grim moments- and its moments of relief. And 
some of the lesser characters are sharply etched, with Mrs. Baxter, granite New 
Englander with a heart of gold, integral to the family's welfare. Nobody who has any 
nostalgic memories of the round of seasons, sharply experienced year by year, and the 
aura of Maine, can bear to read this without lingering over the passages where this 
is sharply felt and exquisitely shered. (LC:59-5843) | 
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Atheneum 
THE INSPECTOR $4.00 7 


As one reassesses the overall contribution of Jan de Hartog, this latest novel 
somehow sums up the core of his thinking. He emerges not so much a writer of edventure, 
or of the sea, but a writer who puts a kind of idealism, a sacrificial motivation, behind 
the surface pattern of adventure. One feels it in The Little Ark, more strongly still in 
Spiral Road, most strongly of all in The Inspector. Even Zhe Distant Shore fails in its 
second part where that compassion and dedication is lost. The Inspector of the title is 
Peter Jongman, middle aged, a Dutchman, who has never been particularly successful in his 
role as investigator, as husband, as father. At the start of the story, he is following 
@ suspected case of White Slave trafficking. When, in London, he is faced with the 
cynicism and inflexibility of Scotland Yard, he takes things into his own hands, and while | 
he finds he cannot shoot down the agent who is his quarry, he does take on the case of 
the girl, who had given all she could ostensibly to being shipped into Palestine. That 
she was earlier a victim of the medical experimentation of Auschwitz, living by sheer will | 
power only to reach the promised land, emerges as the story progresses. Jongman finds 
himself impelled to see this through to the goal, though it means the end of his career, 
the ultimate judgment of his wife and daughter, the depletion of his slender means - and | 
long weeks of hardship, struggles against authority and heartbreak. It is an absorbing | 
and at times an incredible tale, but Jongman's fanatical determination to see it through, 
the girl's strange spiritual strength, end the compassion sroused in successive herd- 
boiled operators gives it a strange kind of authenticity, as of a lesson learned with dif- 
ficulty. (LC:60-7777) 


Shree That Will Find Their Markets 


A new Geoffrey Household, WATCHER IN THE SHADOWS (Little, B8rown-A.M.P.) is good news, for ee 
those holiday weeks when a first rate story, well told, is in constant demand. And a dark 

horse, potential best seller— in somewhat the Peyton Place tradition, Hawaiian caparisoned : 
1s Coward-McCann's big ook— DIAMOND HEAD by Peter Gilman, And further in the unabashed | 
epic of Angelique- ANGELIQUE AND THE KING (Lippincott). Reports in section following. 


PRO3LEMATICAL 300KS- Fiction 


May 18 


Stolpe, Sven Sheed & Ward 
NIGHT MUSIC $4.50 


This is a religious and psychological novel about the workings of grace in human 
lives by a Swedish convert to Catholicism, author of Sound of a Distant Horn. It's a 
strange and murky book, set, presumably, in a modern state, a constitutional monarchy, 
greppling with the menace of Communism. And yet its political tone and the pervasive 
presence of a father confessor in the lives of its characters seems oddly medieval. But 
there's another difficulty: its psychological elements, while serving to explain the 
surface behavior of the characters, seem to be merely superimposed on a structure and 
motivation that is essentially religious, and rather than explicating what should be com- 
plexity it merely confuses and proves, eventually, unacceptable. Herbert Falk, the prime 
minister of the state, has, by his sterile conservatism and the rigidity of his "faith", 
rejected his daughter, supposedly a wanton, alienated his son who turns to Communism seeking 
the humane values he expected from Catholicism and estranged himself from his wife, a pious 
hypocrite. Through the influence of the ubiquitous Father Leo and a series of tragic poli- a 
tical events, involving the death of his son, he is humbied and his wife is made to see the 
fraudulence of her piety. And Regina, his daughter, about to enter into a homosexual rela- 
tionship, is deterred by the mystical chastityof her lover and the striking example of her 
fether. An exasperatingly uneven book though sound in many ways. (LC:60-7316) 
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e Koch, Vivienne McDowell, Obolensky 
CHANGE OF LOVE $3.95 


I This is an inconsequential novel which assumes more importance than is its 
due. Set in the present day in Salzburg Change of Love, a first novel, deals with 

the events which take place during a seminar of American Studies, held in an ancient 
Austrian castle, conducted by American teachers and attended by European students. 

The protagonist, Siegfried Volk, is an English professor, novelist and critic, 
recently divorced, supposedly worldly, whose Fulbright labors have, in the main, been 
| devoted to the exhibition of his sexual prowess. And yet for all the sophistication 
of his fashionable literary and political views he proves to be incredibly naive in 
dealing with the intrigue which abounds in Salzburg and with the many ladies who 
insist on throwing themselves at him. Actually for the month's duration of the 
seminar there seems to be very little time devoted to pursuits of an academic nature, 

| aside from some Jamesian comments about the American in Europe: an Italian passport 

is stolen by a beautiful Yugoslavian girl; there is the mysterious death of a dis- 
turbed young man involved with a neo-Nazi; and a State Department investigation ex- 
poses embezzlement within the Institute. From the beginning everyone feels obliged 

to confide in Volk. He is warned of impending difficulties by the Institute's em- 
bittered, departing secretary, hurled into a brief but tempestuous affair with the 
wife of a Yugoslavian official and becomes, unwillingly, the protector of a distraught 
American girl hell-bent on destroying herself. In the end he is a changed man and 
finds that the person who was most real to him was the woman he lost. Vivienne Koch 
is an apt observer, knowledgeable and perceptive but the truths she dispenses in ) 
Change of Love are sociological, psychologically coated and might just as well be ; 
overheard at a special kind of New York party. (LC:60-9043) 


f 


May ?? 


Singer, Isaac Bashevis Noonday Press 
Transl. by Gottlieb, Elaine $3.50; paper $1.45 
& Singer, Joseph 
THE MAGICIAN OF LUBLIN 





The position of Yasha Mazur in nineteenth century Poland was doubly 
anomalous: as a prestidigitator, hypnotist, and tight rope performer, par excellence, 
| he mingled with and was acclaimed by every level of society and at the same time 
consigned to the statusless ranks of the bohemian; as a half-Jew he suffered all the y 
restrictions placed on non-Gentiles in that society without enjoying the spiritual 
security the ghetto provided observant Jews. Brilliant and magnetic, Yasha finds 
solace in the women who love him--his wife, his partner, a prostitute, and, finally, 
a cultured Christian widow. And then his solace turns into his purgatory as he allows 
his love for the widow to develop into a serious relationship which demands that he 
upset the balance of his life, abandon his other obligations, and go with her. Yasha's 
complex infidelities, the inevitable by-product of his search for inner coherence, 
lead to a suicide. Overpowered with guilt, Yasha abandons the art at which he excels, 
returns to his wife and the Jewish community, and walled up in an improvised cell, 
lives the repentant life of the hermit, a spiritual source of strength for his neigh- 
bors, who, still convinced of his magic properties, seek council from him. This well 
written novel represents a departure from the more familiar literature of Eastern | 
European Jewry in that Yasha spans two societies, wrestling with the angels of both. 
He is a ghetto Jew, strongly influenced by the standards of that society, and yet he 
* is a modern men, attached to order, form, and tradition by only the most casual links. 
Almost a parable, Yasha of Lublin will have intense sympathizers, primarily among 
Jewish readers. (LC:60-10006) 
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eiction 
June 6 


Barker, Shirley Random House 
THE LAST GENTLEMAN $3.95 & 


Shirley Barker spins a goodly yarn against e warm and sympathetically drawn 
background, and gives the reader a sense of history in the making and characters thet 
ere more than two dimensional. This time her story deals with the New Hampshire colony 
at the moment when men's passions ran high, when tea was dumped in Boston harbor and for 
the first time men looked to a future as a nation, free of cross ocean dictates, rather 
than as each colony alone in its relationship. "The last gentleman" of the title is 
Governor John Wentworth, New Hampshire born but linked to his King in his loyalties, un- 
willing to side with his fellows in the fight they were making their own. His spoiled 
and beautiful slut of a wife, Frances, cared only to bear him a son- but wanted admira- 
tion from all men- and turned sgainst Lydia, whom she used as a servant, when her husband's 
British aide sought her love. But Lydia suffered still from an old love- reborn- for 
Black Dan, Irish heritage New Hampshire man. And Hugh Giffard, the Governor's aide, had 
a young sister, Dorothy, who loved Red Dan MacMurray, cousin to the other Dan- and chose 
to make his way, her way. It is a story of confused loyalties, of men and women learning 
where theirs lay,- the hard way. But the spirit of the times comes through, and the way 
of life in a young nation. (LC:60-6377) 


June 7 


Warner, Rex Little, Brown-AMP 
IMPERIAL CAESAR $5.00 


When The Young Caesar was reviewed back in 1958 and commended as biographical 
historical fiction of a high order, we expressed the hope that there would be a sequel, 
since the story stopped with the Gallic Wars. Here is the sequel, which carries on the 
record through the conquest of the Germans, his invasion of Britain, the crossing of the 
Rubicon, the Battle of Pharsalia against Pompey, the amorous affair with Cleopatra, his 
campaigns in Africa and Spain - up to the Ides of March, when, sleepless, he knew fore- 
bodings of death. The story is set in the frame of his reassessment of these years, his 
memory sharpened by insomnia. And the style holds closely to the mood and expression of 
Ceesar's own writings of his campaigns. It has the same terse style, concern with facts, 
ruthless self criticism- all recognized as Caesar's outstanding literary qualities, 
memorable even to high school students who suffered through the Gallic Wars. Today's 
analogies will be such writings as J, Claudius and Hadrian's Memoirs. With ample opportu- 
nity to let his imagination embroider the facts of history, Mr. Warner has used almost 
ascetic restraint. We may applaud him for his integrity and modesty, while regretting a 
somewhat dry account as the result. This is Caesar's story as he might have told it, 
taking for granted, on the part of the reader, the seething world of sensation and intrigue 
eround him. This very sense of reality, coupled with military and political genius, that 
mede Caesar great, adds authority to this novel. Mr. Warner has caught the right note, 
though: we question its wide audience. (LC:60-6532) 


j ; ; June 8 \/ 
i¥~f x Sigal, Clancy Houghton Mifflin 

“Sy WEEKEND IN DINLOCK \ B3 00 
X Dinlock is a Yorkshire mining town which the author- who is also the narrator 
here- visited and observed closely, so that the designation "novel" is the loosest of 
labels to apply to what is really a documentary of a localized habitat and its sociological 
metaphysics. Sigal, who had met one of its colliers, Davie, in London, a painter of 
primitive but positive talent riven between his desire to paint and the necessity "to work 
coal face", returns with Devie to Dinlock. There Sigal tapes with unquestionable authen- ee 
ticity the activities and attitudes of a dingy, dusty world; its men, brutalized, soft 
hearted, hard drinking; their occupational diseases, risks, and resentments- particularly 
toward foreign labor; their strong pride, of paternity, and providing well for the women 
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whose only place is in the cheap, cardboard housing provided by the Coal Board; 
their minimal diversions- from the Telly at home to the Tombola of the pub; etc., 
etc. It is a small world- and a harsh one- and it offers the reader- no more than 
Davie- any possible escape from the bare facts of its existence. This is not to 
minimize Mr. Sigal's intent or achievement- he is a very graphic writer- only the 
possibility of attracting an American audience. (LC:60-9148) 


June 10 VA 


Glaskin, Gerald M. Doubleday 
A CHANGE OF MIND $3.95 vy 


The third novel of an Australian writer this imposes a psychological dis- 
cipline on a fantastic happening. Edward, a middleaged, successful accountant, with 
Betty, a practical wife, and two children, has little to ask from life,but his friend- 
ship with Roger, younger, unmarried - and jealous of Edward's achievements, offers 
new areas of interest and when hypnosis attracts them and the unbelievable happens - 
Edward has a whole new world to explore, sometimes to despair of and more often to 
enjoy. For one session transfers the individuality and mind of each into the body 
of the other - so that Edward - with his maturity - inhabits Roger's younger body 
while Roger, untrained and unable to cope with Edward's world, acquires Edward's 
body. The change back does not come to pass and Edward is the one to solve the 
problems confronting each and through a third personality, that of Rex Brinkman, is 
able to juggle the two other lives, to find he does not love Betty and does iove 
Dorothy, whom, while she had worked for him as Edward, he had never noticed. Edward- 
Rex is freed by Roger's suicide as Edward - and the third identity heads into a new 
future with Dorothy. The questions posed by such an "intertransmigration" are followed 
in detail ~ often in pique and disillusionment - by Edward in his record of the hap- 
penings- and present a novel view of mental adventuring. (LC: 60-8937 ) 


June bbe 4 


Golon, Sergeanne Lippincott 
ANGELIQUE AND THE KING $95) 


Further in the career of Angelique, who has already lived more iives than 
eny one woman is entitled to, finds her now at Versailles, with an "insatiable 
sensuous desire for all the exquisite and precious things of life", and two months' 
married to her cousin Philippe who humiliates her and hides her away. But he saves 
ner from death (a wolf) and she intercedes for him (the Bastille) with Louis XIV, and 
efter several intimate sessions in which her volupte is overwhelming, he admits his 
Jove for her just before he is killed. Now a widow, she is vulnerable to the abiding 
attraction she exercises for the King, who first uses her on a diplomatic mission (the 
seduction of a Persian prince), then finds her "resistless, yielding" in the arms of 
a Hungarian revolutionary, and then proceeds towards his own appropriation of her which 
makes her the target of Mme. de Montespan who tries to poison her. The King takes her 
to the Trianon, and she is again "resistless” when she suddenly accuses him of the 
murder of her first husband, learns that he has not died at the stake, and is now ready 
to look for him- presumably in the next..... .1f this successor to the earlier success 
is only sbout half as long, there are just as many passages at arms of all kinds- with 
the "transcendent transfiguration" of the flesh adding its radiance to the splendor of 
i7th century court life and intrigue in probably its most permissive treatment to date. 
And the market would seem to be about as well-developed as its heroine. (LC:60-7853) 


June 17 
Rhodes, Denys Doubleday 
THE SYNDICATE $3.95 


Neither the mystery of Tanganyika, the lure of uranium, nor the capers of 
the three rather well endowed women and two, definitely virile men, can redeem this 
novel from the well of monotony. The hero's love for Elizabeth, which began as just 
one of those casual African flings, becomes "real" when, having joined a mining 
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Syndicate, he returns briefly home to England. There he and Elizabeth decide to stop 

merely sharing the same bed and to get engaged instead. This and the prospect of becoming 
uranium-rich would make them both content were it not that they were plagued by the morbid @ 
lethargy of Diana, a syndicate member's fiancee. How Diana is restored to full sanity, 

how her fiance is saved from the impetuous overtures of the syndicate siren, and how the 
uranium is safely delivered into the hands of the good people render this an entirely pe- 
destrian, unconvincing and synthetic novel--for the grade D cinema. (LC:60-9488) 


June 23 


Wallach, Ira Little, Brown 
THE ABSENCE OF A CELLO $3.75 


Funnier than Muscle Beach (1959), this has its fair game preserve in big business 
and the assorted potshots are often direct hits at the corporation man and the corporate 
image he must project. Andrew Pilgrim, a prominent thermonuclear physicist, who had re- 
tired from teaching to launch an independent- soon insolvent- laboratory, is now thinking 
of a job in industry, in particular the Baldwin-Nelson company which has a crash program 
in refrigeration. In the days which pass here, Andrew, who is certainly not "country club 
material", and his wife, Celia, a philologist (the "sin" of scholarship) must be approved 
by company psychologist Otis Clifton who has all kinds of standards to apply (Temperament 
Rating; Extroversion Scale; etc.). Only their daughter, Joanna, and her romance with the 
dreadfully uneventful Perry seems at all possible. Otis soon realizes that Andrew is not 
their man- while his sister, Marian, is something else again- and there's a seduction, 
along with other assorted incidents, before Andrew is ready to settle for M.I.T.--- An off~ 
hand and sometimes spritely spoof of organization life and company manners- this is still 
not other-directed, except as light entertainment. (LC:60-9327) , 


June 24 


Gilman, Peter Coward-McCann. 
DIAMOND HEAD $4.50 


Advance publicity- Columbia Pictures purchase before publication- and a fast- 
moving narrative, into which is packed practically everything one could expect about 
modern Hawaii, virtually insure popular success for this first novel. Peter Gilman 
writes of modern Hawaii from a sound background of newspaper experience with the Honolulu 
Star Bullet:n and the Associated Press in Hawaii. He writes quite obviously out of an 
obsession with the beauty of the islands, a deep concern over the dislocations economically, 
the power wielded by the Big Five, the crooked politics played by the stateside Union 
leaders, determined to make a political football of the economy of the islands, and an aware- 
ness of the underlying issues of race in what outwardly is a paradise of acceptance. At 
times his determination to clarify the various facets clouds a first rate story pattern. 
He has missed no opportunity to inject the historical background, the viewpoint of now one 
side, now another. Nor- unfortunately- has he bypassed any opportunity to elaborate and 
particularize the somewhat distorted sexual aspects of his situations. The central love 
story involves Sloan Howland, whose father is fighting for Statehood- and his place as 
Senator in Washington, and Paul Kahana, a native Hawaiian, with whom she has been brought 
up and knows herself deeply, obsessively in love. On their wedding day, her brother Aaron, 
an alcoholic and a profoundly unhappy, dislocated man, kills Paul in a brawl over his own 
involvement with a native woman. The story moves fast from Sloan and Paul's return from 
schooling in the States through to the fact of her marriage to Paul's brother to legitimatize 
her chiid, and embraces the violence of labor brawls, of political wars, of the volcanic er- 
uption that destroyed vast areas of the island, including the Howland holdings. Undoubtedly 
there will be comparisons made with Michener's Hawa:: (which this reader thinks a much finer 
book)- and Peyton Place. And on both scores, it rates sales if not critical acceptance. ae 
(LC:60-9500) (Q) 
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Household, Geoffrey Wr tecHtle in Th. Little, Brown-AMP 


‘ 


DUSL—IN-THE—DARK cic. Dee $3.95 


ry a ct 


* It is some years since Rogue Male and A Rough Shoot and this is a welcome 
return to the more civilized manhunt- across an attractive British landscape- the 


downs and hedgerows and haystacks of the Cotswolds. In 1955, Charles Dennim, an ex- 


Austrian aristocrat, living quietly with an aunt and pursuing his zoological 


research, is surprised by the delivery of an incendiary parcel- which takes the life 


of the mailman who delivers it. An anonymous missive, a few days later, links the 


episode to Dennim's war activities- his unknown term of service in the British Intel- 


ligence during which he had assumed the alias of a Gestapo Captain at Buchenwald in 
order to facilitate a few important escapes. Now, on the recommendation of his 

former superior, he decides to "tie out a fat goat for the tiger"- himself- so that 
this adventure is the account of his hot, and deliberately provoked, pursuit by his 


assailant which precedes the "duel in the dark" which is a highly exciting and deadly 


showdown. There's a pleasant romance on the side, and all in all it's a sporting, 
dashing display. (LC:60-6531) 


Of Sudden Death 
June 17 


Clifton, Mark | Doubleday 


EIGHT KEYS TO EDEN $2.95 


An enigma becomes a rebuke to the new universe of the scientists- the 
Extrapolators, when Eden, one of the planets they have colonized, is suddenly cut 
off from all communication. Young Junior Extrapolator Cal Gray is assigned to Eden, 
but finds on landing there that while human life has endured- all its paraphernalia 
(clothes, homes, equipment) has disappeared. During the days to follow, his specu- 
lations on the eighth key to Eden range from the astrophysical to the metaphysical 
and shatter the stereotypes of scientific thinking. Onward and upward- but the 
parallel is easily followed and recognized. (LC:60-9470) 


Waugh, Hilary Doubleday 
| ROAD BLOCK $2.95 


A Connecticut payroll is handled with precision as first the details of 
the planning and then the details of the man hunt are blueprinted. Ragan, a big 


time heister, collects a trained crew for his well plotted stick up but the unexpected 


throws his routine off. Chief Fellows is able to take advantage of the slip ups 


(but not to avert murders or kidnapings) to organize his police and make his capture. 


The commonplace ticked off with the split second timing, this is believable. (LC :60- 
8688 ) 


Jepson, Selwyn Doubleday 
VERDICT IN QUESTION $3.50 


Eve Gill tangles with the local East Anglia police when she aids Fortis, 
suspected of doing away with his wife, escape from the hospital. When the wife 
turns up - it is Fortis who dies and Eve who starts gossip to bring the killer to 


light, to prevent another killing, and to vindicate her belief in Fortis in the first 


place. The process of indirection smoothly argued and proved. (LC:60-9481 ) 
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June 22 


Carr, John Dickson Harper % 
IN SPITE OF THUNDER $3.50 


* The fuming Dr. Gideon Fell is confronted by a hubble bubble in Geneva when a 
death, 17 years earlier, becomes a poison pen set-up for another killing. His civilian 
assist is a successful British painter, his problems are a once-famous film star; her 
third husband also an actor; his son; a British art gallery director who is also a 
painter; and the Alps ring with the case. Well staged and acted. 


June 27 


Monig, Christopher Dutton 
THE LONELY GRAVES Vv $2.95 


Brian Brett's last case (for the Excelsior insurance company) brings him into 
a@ working partnership with a Chicago private detective on a case which involves the dis- 
appearance of two million dollars, 49 men, and the murder of the 50th. With help, he 
traces a large outfit from the midwest to New York and Florida, and a boneyard in the 
Everglades proves to be the resting place of many missing persons.... Not his best, but 
business like and to the point. (1C:60-5993) 


N ON ~ PF i éTttor 
An offbeat lot of books 


But they offer a few potentials which will call for your enthusiasm and personal support- ae 
and reward. Frank Gibney's THE OPERATORS (Harper) cuts deep into some of the patterns of 

our business life today. Watch 1t. The publishers are banking substantially on ex-Presid- 

ent Truman's analysis of what it means to be once more MR. CITIZEN (Bernard Geis). Out 

of the past, material that has not appeared in book form— MEMOIRS OF WORLD WAR I by the 
controversial "Billy" Mitchell (Random House). One of the significant books on a serious 

issue today— alcoholism= TO KNOW THE DIFFERENCE by Albert Ullman (St. Martin's Press). 

All of these need your personal concern. They are not self starters. And- in another 

field, watch the reviews on an unusually high-powered lot of art books. See reports below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-Fiction 
May 2 


Archer, W. G. New York Graphic Society 
INDIAN MINIATURES $25.00 


* Spanning eight centuries of Indian art, this brilliantly produced and annotated 
work introduces the Western reader to the richness of Indian miniature paintings. In an 
extensive commentary, W. G. Archer discusses the role of the miniature in Indian thought, 
relates it to Moslem and European paintings, and traces its curious path between extreme 
realism to total stylization. One hundred examples, fifty in color, embellish this book 
which both for the information it imparts and the sheer decorative pleasure it extends 
recommends it not only to serious students of art and orientalia but as a tasteful and 
rewarding gift selection. This is Vol. IX - in the Great Masters of the Past series. 
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May 9 


Armbruster, Maxim E. Horizon Press 
THE PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES $4.95 


Not all the presidents of these United States have been men of brilliance 
or even outstanding ability, a fact made clear by this volume of tabloid biographies 
by a lifelong student of the Presidency- who is also an advocate of spelling reform. 
Dovetailing the events of each administration into those of the preceding and suc- 
ceeding ones, the author, necessarily limited by space, plods dutifully through the 
careers of the presidents from Washington to Eisenhower, displaying little enthusiasm 
for some, admiring others, surprisingly such as Taylor and McKinley, and showing an 
' understandable distaste for men such as Polk or Pierce. At times he also unfortu- 
nately lapses into what to some readers must seem uncalled for personal bias and lack 
of taste: he compares Mrs. Truman to Mrs. Roosevelt, to the disparagement of the 
latter, and says of the former Margaret Truman: "The Trumans did not come in for 
praise over the musical ambitions of their only child. This independent young lady 
gave concerts and made other appearances during her father's term, but, by all the 
standards Americans had been used to, this was nothing more or less than capitalizing 
on the Presidential office. ..." Obviously intended as a textbook, comprehensive but 
illumined by no ray of humor, this stodgy volume will hold little appeal to the 
average reader, but may be a useful reference reader for teachers and students of 
college courses in American history. Illustrated. Bibliography. Index. 


May 16 


Connely, Willard Horizon Press 
LOUIS SULLIVAN AS HE LIVED $6.50 


No history of American architecture, or for that matter, modern world 
architecture, could be written without devoting a substantial section to the accom- 
plishments of the dedicated genius of Louis Sullivan. Born in New York, his father 
was a ballroom dancing master and his Swiss mother an excellent pianist and artist. 
Early in his studies as a member of the Beaux Arts school in Paris, Sullivan showed 
both the earmarks of genius and rebellion. These traits were to pursue him over the 
seven decades in which he lived to the time of his death in the nineteen twenties. 
Heralded by Frank Lloyd Wright as his master, by Lewis Mumford as the Whitman of 
American architecture, Sullivan was the architect to give the world the skyscraper. 
Endowed with a unique gift for ornamentation, he did not succumb to surface giamour, 
but devoted what was for the most part a heartbreaking struggle, to the organic 
rather than fragmentary approach to building. One of the first to denounce the 
incongruities of bankers living in French castles, trains steaming into marble baths, 
to deplore the incongruities of buildings which consist of unrelated parts, Louis 
Sullivan lived a life of immense artistic service and one of painful personal frustra- 
tion. Written with sympathy and insight, this biography will be eagerly received by 
students of architecture and by all those to whom the aesthetic evolution of this 
country is of primary importance. 


Anderson, Clinton H. Prentice-Hall 
BEVERLY HILLS IS MY BEAT $3.95 


A Beverly Hills policeman after a career of thirty years depicts the legal 
and emotional topography of that highly publicized appendage of Los Angeles. Here, 
for the delectation of the fans and scandal mongers, is a refresher course in the 
various "situations" which have rocked the cinema world. From the most sensational-- 


the Chaplin paternity suit, the Turner-Stompano case --to the more obscure--a wealthy 
businessman stripped naked by a call girl, this 1s a matter of fact of account of vice. 


And the dosage here is pretty concentrated with every manner of hustler, confidence 
man, and gangster finding fertile fields among the rich, the theatrical, and the 
unstable. Written in a matter of fact and good natured style, Clinton Anderson does 
not use style to give his subject emotional impact, but allows the barrage of facts 
which are at. his command to ring out their sensational message. Presented discreetly, 


this will have a market not only with scandal hounds but also with the serious observer 


of films and the Hollywood scene. (5/16. LC:11013) 
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May 20 


Vorspan, Albert Crowell 
GIANTS OF JUSTICE $3.75 a 



































The pursuit of justice is of primary concern within the framework of both 
Jewish and American democratic thought. In this collection of biographies, the currents 
of both traditions are clearly reflected in the lives of the fourteen men and women 
considered. Brandeis, Henry Cohen, Dubinsky, Edward Israel, Abraham Cronbach, Louis 
Marshall, Stephen Wise, Lehman, Henrietta Szold, Einstein, Lillian Wald, Henry Monsky, 
Simon Wolf, and Rabbi Mayerberg have travelled vastly divergent roads in their search 
for American justice. Some used legality as a tool, some religion, some philosophy. 
Their political, religious and social orientations have little in common. But they are 
alike in that as Americans and Jews they have dedicated themselves to the betterment of 
man's state. Written by the Director of the Commission on Social Action of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, the author includes his own summary and 4 prognosis of 
the role which the American Jew properly should play in the future. Secular, informative, 
this book should find the bulk of its readers among those Jews whose sympathy lies with 


the Reform movement. oS 
Morse, Arthur D. fet —-F- r Koo Doubieday 


SCHOOLS OF TOMORROW- TODAY! ~~: $1.50 


Faces with the “unprecedented problems of quantity and quality", and the re- 
sultant loss of intellectual potential, schools, all over the country, are instituting 
new educational procedures to meet the emergency. The New York State Education Department 
(with a Ford Foundation grant) has examined experiments all over the country, and the most 
interesting of these have been reported here. In Lexington, Mass., the Franklin School 
has instituted team teaching at the elementary level; in Appleton, Wisc., there is an un- 
graded elementary school with a continuous progress plan; in New York City, a Demonstra- a 
tion Guidance Project has made possible the selection and special education of Negro and 
Puerto Rican students from an underprivileged area; in Bay City, Mich., there is a 
teacher aide program; Washington County, Maryland, makes important use of television, as 
does the Southwestern Indiana Education Television Council where science and languages 
are taught to 23,000 in 108 schools; a highly enriched program (Evanston, I11., and Golden, 
Colo.,) has resulted in a remarkable achievement record; in an upstate (Catskill) rural 
New York area, there is a shared program of seminars, correspondence courses, and "circuit" 
teachers; and finally at Harvard, there is a program to recruit more teachers and provide 
incentive and stimulus. All of these plans have proved practicable and beneficial- and a 
report such as this should help to alert interest and prompt remedial action. (LC:60-11614) 


May 24 


Grayson, Cary T. Rear Admiral Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
WOODROW WILSON $3.50 


From the papers of President Wilson's physician from 1913 to 1924 this hitherto 
unpublished memoir presents an eloquent tribute to the man and the world figure. Circum- 
stances kept Grayson continually at Wilson's side through crucial years and world shaking 
events:- World War I, the Versailles Treaty written after bitter controversy at the Paris 
Peace Conference; the battle for the League of Nations, its defeat and the death of the 
man who was responsible in large measure for its inactment. Grayson himself died fourteen 
years after Wilson. His admiration for the man, his appreciation of his greatness contri- 
bute to this very human, quiet yet eloquent tribute, livened by personal touches, warm 
anecdote, and the revelation of a very different side of the man described too often as 
coldly detached. Here we see him in his family relationships, in his gift with children, o 
in his grief at the loss of his first wife, in his second- and successful marriage. And 
the text is too a tribute to both women and the part they played in his career. A welcome 
addition to the enlarging portrait of one of our great presidents. (LC:60-10998) 
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Lancaster, Clay ‘Tuttle 
@ ARCHITECTURAL FOLLIES IN AMERICA $10.00 


* The word "folly", so the author tells us, originally indicated a “delight” 
or “favorite abode". With the passage of time it took on other connotations indi- 
cating a kind of madness, in the case of buildings, an architectural madness or 
fiasco. In this highly illustrated and decorative text, Clay Lancaster collects, 
for the first time, fifty examples of American architectural curiosities--the Gothic 
Gingerbread house in Maine, a classical temple in Alabama, elaborately appointed 
river boats, a house ornamented with grotesque figures to keep a wayward wife in 
tow. These and many others are revealed and put in context of the situations which 
spawned them, the men who for one or another personal foible created them. Architects 
will find much that is illuminating here, students of Americana will be edified, and 
readers with no particular desire but to be vastly entertained will find here a bank 
of humor and pathos. A recommended gift selection and an excellent choice for lending 
and public libraries throughout the country. (LC:59-14088) | 


Myrdal, Gunnar Yale University Press 
BEYOND THE WELFARE STATE $4.50 


The Swedish Marxian economist, best known for his uniquely comprehensive 
study of the Negro problem- The American Dilemma, here, by way of incredible over- 
simplification, has proceeded to apply the doctrine of the "class struggle" to the 
international scene. According to the learned Professor there are now two economic . | 

| 


classes of nations, the underdeveloped former colonies, and the big, fat, rich 

Western nations. (Through some strange Marxist hocus-pocus the Soviet world is 

conveniently excluded from this class struggle.) This economic gulf between the rich 

| and poor will of course lead to a catastrophe unless the rich nations of the West do 

e something drastic. First they must divest themselves of their unnatural instinct for 
self-preservation. Western nationalism is bad and irrational, says the Professor. 
On the other hand, the nationalism of the underdeveloped countries is good and 
natural, and the West should not holler too much when Western property is expropriated 
or nationalized. The West should also set up industries in the poor countries and 
create markets for them in the rich countries. In this way, more money will flow out 
of the rich countries into the poor countries. (Perish the thought that the poor 
countries should do anything for themselves!) In his quaint Swedish accent, the s 
Professor writes: "The rich countries should make up their mind that they do not want is 
to make money out of selling food to starving peoples." Of course, along with all 
this generosity the West should undergo mass re-education so that it will be prepared | / 
for its new role in the Welfare World. Nowhere does Prof. Myrdal burden his thesis | 
with some of the more complex and baffling aspects of human life, such as national 
ambition, religion, culture, masochism, or the death instinct. All of this seems to | 
vanish to nothingness under the spell of that old black magic called economics. A 
book one would not expect from Myrdal. (LC:60-7828) | 


May 30 


Turner, E. S.  §t. Martin's Press 
THE COURT OF ST. JAMES'S $5.00 


E.S. Turner is a social historian of satiric inclinations. He has written 
some irreverent studies of medicine, advertising, courtship and he provides here a 
light history of life in the English Court from the time of Edward the Confessor to 
the reign of the present monarch. This is necessarily a selective history being de- 
voted to those phases which marked changes in the realm, in manners, customs, dress, 
etiquette, food, amusements and in the concept of the monarchy itself. Though signi- 
e ficant social changes are recorded in terms of their influence on the monarchy, the 
book's emphasis remains on the more giddy aspects of court life from the vigor of 


Norman days, through the embellishments of the medieval court, the resplendence of 

the Stuarts, the corruption under George III to the skeleton proportions of the court 
during World War II and the recent criticisms in tne press of the present royal family. 
One thing remains clear. The essential character of civil servants, whether courtiers 
or bureaucrats, remains unchanged. 
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May 30 


Chiba Reiko- Introduction by Tuttle 7 
JAPANESE SCREENS IN MINIATURE $4.50 


* Exquisitely packaged in the best Japanese tradition, here in its delicate bro- 
cade wraparound box is a lavish grab bag surprise gift- six miniature reproductions of 
screens of the Momoyama Period (1575 to 1615). Here is a bridge amidst the spring 
willows; there a bridge amidst the winter willows; again a study of birds season by 
season; five stallions and a mare; hawks on the snow-covered plum branches; an aristo- 
crat's wardrobe - classical designs, some familiar to those who saw the showing at the 
Metropolitan Museum, New York. And each evokes realization of the meticulous care with 
detail, the preoccupation with abstract beauty, for which these screen artists are cele- 
brated. A breath of classical Japan, here is a unique and imaginative presentation, a 
boon for students- and for those seeking an unusual gift. 


Late May 


Rossiter, Clinton Cornell University Press 
PARTIES AND POLITICS IN AMERICA $2.85 


At no time in our political history is a reappraisal of our party system more 
vital than when we face a national election. Then- often only then- the people become 
more aware of what parties mean. In the main, the American party may be weak as an agent 
of decision and power, playing down principles and playing up accommodation. But through 
the pages of this book, one becomes aware of the positive influences through our history, 
the value to the American political and social scene, the functions, particularly those 
that are characteristically American. The two major parties are the focus of attention; 
third parties have come and gone- though this is not necessarily and permanently true. 
Their values go farther than nominations, campaigns, elections and appointments. Their 2 
differences are closely analyzed- and the importance of these differences appraised. 
Their successes and failures are charted. The apathy of the American public both in 
voting and in taking an active part is undeniable - and perhaps the very reading of a book 
such as this should help us all realize why participation is a challenge and responsibility, 
why we cannot criticize the shortcomings - and sit back and do nothing. Behind the Cons- 
titution stand the people; there we must seek out the peculiar qualities of American 
parties. A book for thoughtful consideration, for extensive use in study of politics- but 
a book that not many average readers will seek out for themselves. 


Mayakovsky, Vladimir Meridian 
THE BEDBUG And Selected Poetry $4.00 


This excellent little book about the famous Russian Revolutionary poet falls 
into three parts. The first is a brief life and critique of his works by the editor, 
Patricia Blake. The second consists of some dozen of his best and most famous poems in 
Russian- with a fine English translation on facing pages. The third is his playlet, 
The Bedbug, a stinging satire of Stalinism. Mayakovsky is a name that some Americans know- 
but few know very much about him (Stalin and Pasternak praised him; Lenin had no use for 
him). He was a poet and propagandist, and also a prophet who interpreted the sterility and 
pettiness and philistinism of the Stalin era before his suicide in 1930. A romantic, there 
is a gigantism to his poetry- and his verse is bold, brutal, and original, reflecting the 
era in which he lived. This is one of the great Russian poets of the century. Pasternek's 
poetry pales to mere lyricism in contrast with Mayakovsky's and his work fully deserves its 
presentation here to an American audience. 


Duche, Jean Roy 
THE HISTORY OF FRANCE: As Told to Juliette $6.50 ee 


This book must have been something in the nature of an electric shock to the 
staid historians and teachers of history in France - and equally, no doubt, to the English. 
For it is wholly unorthodox in its approach to the somewhat bizarre pattern of French 
history- and, alas, for most American readers, demands- for the greater part- a background 
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that too few of us have. It is lively, amusing at times, frequently iconoclastic. 
Familiar phases of French history appear almost distorted and with emphasis shifted. 
But it has two maior weaknesses for our readers:- the form Jean Duche has chosen in 
which to place his material; and the necessity of having a reasonably sound basis 
of familiarity with France's story in order to keep this new presentation in pers- 
pective. There is an immense amount of research and scholarship involved in the 
very flexibility of approach, but a hurdle in telling the story through a sort 

of Wandering Celt, Chronossus, born 29 centuries ago, and encountered at Les Eyzies 
in the vicinity of the Lascaux Caves. To him time is telescoped and of small moment, 
and he is constantly brought up short in his swift outline of history by interrup- 
tions on the part of Juliette, a young woman of today to whom he is talking. This 
give-and-take injects a disruptive element that in turn demands equal give-and-take 
on the part of the reader, a participation in the act of reading to which most of us 
are unaccustomed. And yet, once the method is compassed and accepted, the story 
takes pattern, the descriptions of ways of life, the interpretation of events and 
personalities and thinking brings to successive eras from Roman Gaul to pre-1914 
France a vitality and authenticity of detail that gives an immediacy even to the dim 
past. Translated by R. H. Stevens. No index. (LC:60-12880) 


June 8 


de Riencourt, Amaury Harper 
THE SOUL OF INDIA $6.95 


This is the third volume in a series which is to comprise a comprehensive 
philosophy of history, each book the study of a particular society. Im The Coming 
Caesars and The Soul of China, de Riencourt founded his approach; here he faces the 
fascinating task of imposing his pattern of history upon a society which characteris- 
tically and consistently lacked a sense of history. He aligns the facts of five 
thousand years within the framework: the coming of the Aryans represents India's 
Dark Ages, the Vedic Age its Medieval period, the Upanisads, the Reformation. Buddha 
symbolized the exhaustion of Culture, seen as organic and dynamic, and the prepara- 
tion for the next cyclical step -- Civilization, the rigid crystallization of a 
particular society. The author sees India as having completed the historical cycle 
in which the West is still enmeshed; her problems are those not of arrested but 
terminated growth. An astoundingly readable study of history on the grand scale, 
authoritative and confident -- a stimulating synthesis of one mind's grasp. Comparable 
to Toynbee. (1C:50-10578) 


Gibney, Frank Harper 


THE OPERATORS if20 $3.95 


* Frenk Gibney, a staff writer for Life, was a former feature writer on 

Time and an editor of Newsweek. The origin of this book was one article, The Crooks 
in White Collars, which appeared in the October 14, 1957 issue of Life. Essentially 
this is a detailed and documented account about the vast and growing amount of dis- 
honest dealing in the U.S. today. The author's use of the term “operators” is com- 
prehensive, covering not only the area of "white collar crime" but the activities of 
professional swindlers, con men, grifters and embezzlers and also including the wide 
area of legal but immoral sharp practices common in business, labor and politics. 
After discussing various manifestations of dishonesty - crooked car deals, product 
misrepresentation, consumer frauds, degree mills, phoney dance studios and health 
emporia, security frauds, income tax evasion, graft in government - he deals with the 
cities, and the circumstance in which the “operators” thrive, and the legal difficul- 
ties in prosecuting fraud. Speculating on some of the underlying reasons for the 
widespread tolerance of the fix, the bribe, the organized cheat, the expense account 
padding, Gibney suggests that the gap between the citizen's private sense of wrong 
and the public morality is due partly, at least, to the web of rules and regulations 
that wends its way through a society - a Welfare State - that still considers itself 
ruggedly individualistic. He also raises the interesting question (which is a study 
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in itself) of the social results of the different Catholic and Protestant concepts of 
morality. This is a very readable book and far more comprehensive than the recent The 


Thief in White Collar (published by Lippincott). (LC:59-6307) e 
June 8 
Nourse, Alan E. Harper 
NINE PLANETS $5.50 


This is an over-imaginative survey of the physical attributes and motions of 
the nine plenets of the solar system, their satellites, and the Sun. It is a mixture 
of astronomical facts and science fiction in which the reader seems twice removed from 
the true facts because of the author's insistence upon imbedding them in uninhibited 
speculetion on the nature and motives of future, long range, interplanetary exploration. 
Touching only on scattered events in astronomical history, the author gives the impres- 
sion of telling more than is already known and less than is really known. There is little 
explanation, many missing facts, and seeming misstatements which are merely unrefined and 
undefined ideas. The danger of this kind of popularization, in spite of a kind of space- 
age stimulation it gives, is that many of the opinions presented could be mistaken for 
facts by the unwary. In attempting to familiarize the layman with the nature of the solar 
system, it is more important to illuminate it clearly, accurately and engagingly, rather than 
ergumentatively, reasonably and informally, as the author admits to doing. If science is 
anything, it is rigorous, not informal. Diagrams, Comparative statistics, Glossary, Index. 


(LC:60-8529) 
June 10 


Truman, Harry S. Random House-Bernard Geis 
MR. CITIZEN $5.00 - 


Curiosity about what former President Truman has to say of the years since he 
stepped down from the world's biggest job will lead many people to read this book. And 
frankly we feel that most of them will find it a disappointment. Probably Mr. Truman is 
reserving the big guns for the major book to come- and this provides something in the 
‘mature of an interlude. He comes to grips honestly and courageously with many of the 
_.issues- up to a point-and then, perhaps because he wants to avoid the onus of placing the 
bleme on individual shoulders, he seems to shy away. Much of this side of the material is 
handled like an interview, in question and answer form, with the result that there is 
frequently a sense of overlapping and repetition. Possibly more careful editing might 
have rescued the book from conveying an impression of being a collection of pieces, articles, 
speeches, etc. which it apparently is not. On the human side, there is a great deal of 
comment on the role of a former President, the continuing lack of privacy, the part played 
by the family- and in so commenting, he harks back to some of the penalties of the Presi- 
dency in its demand of sacrifice of the individual to the job- but even more to some of the 
challenges, responsibilities (which he quite evidently feels need restating) end rewards. 
There is much less of revealing flashback on events of his years in office than one might 
look for. The “second thoughts" are largely directed to the function and the performance 
and the intent rather than the specific instances. While Mr. Truman establishes no claims 
to literary performance, the integrity and sincerity of the man come through his words. 
(LC:60-10127 ) | 


June 13 


Lerner, Leonard Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
MIRACLE AT SPRINGHILL $3.75 


Springhill is in Nova Scotia, the deepest mine in North America, and this is 
a day by day, family by family, and victim by victim account of the ordeal which followed 
the explosion of 1958. Many of these anxious hours are relived here-- of the vigil outside 7 
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of wives and children, of inside where of 174 men, only 81 were at first saved- 
and after a few days there was believed to be "no hope left" for the others. Among 
them were Wilfred Hunter, who believed he had found his twin's body dangling from a 
ceiling; Ruddick, the father of 12, who sustained them with prayers and hymns; 

Hugh Tuhro, who had been trapped for 3 days and nights in the explosion of 1956; 
Rector, with a mutilated arm they hesitated to amputate, who died during the days 

to follow; etc., etc. Finally, at the end of 6 days, 12 men were found and retrieved 
alive- and two days later- 7 more.... Lerner, an only adequate reporter, has a di- 
saster story of some strength to tell, for that market which presumably has proved 
itself to be catastrophe and accident prone. (LC:60-12014) 


June 13 ie 


Perla, Leo Macmillan 
CAN WE END THE COLD WAR? $4.50 


If a Communist in disguise were to burrow into clerical circles and then 
very cleverly write a book aimed at disarming our country, but couched in the most 
pious terms of Christian morality, this could be it. Mr. Perla is certainly not a 
Communist, nor for that matter a Communist sympathizer, but he has an uncanny- and 
perhaps unconscious- ability to find solutions to world problems that would earn 
him medals from the Kremlin. Does he preach appeasement? No, he says, and requires 
a full chapter to explain why. He is merely preaching humility, justice, idealism, 
morality, and concession. But whatever label Mr. Perla puts his recipe for peace 
under, it still comes out with what seems a marked Moscow flavor. All in all, one 
has to admit this is an extremely clever book. The author begins by telling his 
reader that the time has come when we must stop making adherence to our foreign 
policy a test of patriotism. Once he convinces us that he is not really un-American, 
Mr. Perla then launches into a long critique of what he calls our “double standard" 
of morality. If Christian morality applies to us as individuals, he writes, then it 
should also apply to us as a nation. Ideally, of course, this means we must love our 
enemies. Translated by the author into practical action it amounts to recognizing 
Red China, seating her in the U.N., forsaking our allies and turning over Matsu, 
Quemoy and Formosa to our enemies. It also means closing down air bases and making 
concessions here and there. Appeasement? "Christians should be outraged," writes 
Perla, "to hear Christian doctrine contemptuously called appeasement, and adherence 
to those principles we profess, weakness and surrender." What about getting a few 
concessions from the Russians? “We cannot afford to wait for Russia to take the 
first step," argues Mr. Perla. "Time is running out, and we have the greater obli- 
gation." Whether or not time is running out is still a matter of opinion, and whether 
moral leadership compels us to betray our friends and love our enemies is again some- 
thing many of us would like to think about further. To sum up- this seems a perverse 
use of Christian morality to weaken our nation's defense and subvert our instinct for 
self preservation. (LC:60-5116) 


Bliond, Georges \yut oa Macmillan 
ADMIRAL TOGO | $4.95 


Many have wondered how a nation as small and poor as Japan managed to 
produce a fleet which, by 1941, stood ready to challenge the world to battle. Here, 
partially, is the answer. This biography of Japan's first naval hero of modern times 
is an account of her astonishingly swift industrialization as well. It begins with 
the insular, medieval world into which Togo was born in 1848, a world just beginning 
to collapse under the pressures of western expansion. Togo's training and early 
fights with the Chinese at sea are paralleled with his country's growth and change. 
When Togo, as chief of the fleet which destroyed Russian sea power off Port Arthur in 
1904, returns to Japan a hero, he returns to a nation turned overnight into a major 
power. The account of all this is excellent, and should be read by any student of 
the Far East. (LC:60-8592) 
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Azad, Maulen= Abul Kalam Longmans, Green 
INDIA WINS FREEDOM $6.00 


Freedom is the keynote of this life dedicated to the emergence of India from 
British domination. Born a Moslem in Mecca, the Maulana took the name Azad meaning 
"free" as an adult, and as Azad and President of the National Congress 1939-1946, he 
negotiated for India's independence with Cripps, Wavell, Mountbatten. At the outset of 
the war, Azad expressed willingness to fight with the Allies if India was herself free. 
With an integrity and candor which cannot fail to impress, with a clarity of expression 
and through a carefully scrutinized opinion, Azad shows the essence of evolving negotia- 
tions from the aborted Cripps Mission to the terror of Partition which he himself opposed 
to the last. One senses the internal balance altering as Jinnah and the Moslem League 
played British wariness of Congress, the traditional foe, to its advantage and gained 
Pekistan; ome sees the response of the handful of national leaders -- Azad adored Gandhi 
but saw his weaknesses, admired Nehru but placed the Partition on his head. A uniquely 
personal reading of a moment when personal and national history were one: a document of 
value. Introduction by Louis Fischer. 


June 16 


Mitchell, Brig. Gen. William B. Random House 
MEMOTRS OF WORLD WAR I $5.00 


* In this first complete version of a serial originally run in Liberty in 1928, 
General "Billy" Mitchell tells his own story of the first World War. Sent to Spain on a 





military mission in 1916, Mitchell was ordered to join Allied forces in France immediately 


upon America's entry into the War. Thus he became the first U.S. officer on active duty 


at the front. The journal he kept was later expanded during leisure time forced on him by 


his famous court martial. And because the transition was not done in a consciously 
literary style, much of the brutal impact and immediacy of war stays put. Trench warfare, 
technical observations, the organization of America's famed “hat-in-the-ring” fighter 

squadron count for much of the contents. And in the manner which was later to annoy so 
many superiors, Mitchell already begins pounding home the lessons of a new kind of war 
brought by bomber, tank and submarine. Although Mitchell's comments on the many famous 
generals around him may hardly be objective, they do shed further light on the personali- 
ties which shaped the first of the global conflicts. An absorbing book! (LC:60-5548) 


June 17 


Day, Beth Doubleday 
THIS WAS HOLLYWOOD | $4.50 


Subtitled An Affectionate History of Filmland'’s Golden Years, this is a 
readable, highly anecdotal account of Hollywood during the 1930's and 'hO's. The book 
is a lament for the colorful, carefree, highly individualistic days of movie-making and 
the glitter and giamour that went with it, banished by that villain from the East Coast, 
television. By Miss Day's comparison, the new movie - which must always be a blockbuster, 
and the new star - now a walking corporation, though more solid, are decidedly less ex- 
citing and certainly less fun than their counterparts of yesterday. But if today's 
Hollywood scene falls far short of the sheer exuberance Beth Day misses doubtless there 
are also those who would be willing to let the exuberance go along with the paternalism of 
the old movie moguls, the anxious working conditions for all but the top stars and the 
impossibility of dealing with the irascibility and capriciousness of a man like Louis B. 
Mayer. Along with stories of the rise to power of the founders of the big studios, the 
hopefuls who descended on the film capital looking for the big break and the various in- 
genuities of the star-making system, Miss Day provides a good deal of information on the 
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technical preparation of a film and the writers and editors who seldom received 
the credit they deserved. One thing seems troublesome though: it may be difficult 
for some readers to accept the version of Hedda Hopper as the perspicacious confi- 
dante of movie-makers that emerges from this account. (LC:60-972) 


June 17 


Wenner, Sim : Doubleday 
BACK AWAY FROM THE STOVE $3.95 


The trials and tribulations of a "small business" come from the energetic 
activities of an entrepreneur type husband and the meed to support a growing family 
in California. This is the progress sheet of Baby Formulas, a "Cafeteria to the 
Crib". The author's husband, Fred, once he is able to find room, helpers, machinery, 
achieves a slow growing customer list, adds hospitals, and lets his wife handle all 
the odd jobs - of advertising, bookkeeping, - and having babies. Her stories of 
their employee and financial headaches, of the problems the workers bring to them, 
of the customers - satisfied and otherwise, of the "happy" and the "gloomy" budgets, 
of collection capers, of the benefits of their partnership, of their expansion to a 
quarter of a million dollar plant, of the paternalism that permitted parties for 
any occasion and finally of incorporation - are breathlessly presented. This 
"carriage trade" enterprise. provides unexpected results in the home, with their 
three children, with radio, TV and newspaper relations; it leads to a bottled redu- 
cing diet, Flywayt; and it offers the author many chances to sound off on business 
practices in general. This woman's view of the working world bounces along - some- 
times funny, sometimes hysterical, sometimes belabored. Of particular feminine 
appeal. Line illustrations. (LC:60-9465) 


June 20 


Uliman, Albert St. Martin's Press 
TO KNOW THE DIFFERENCE $4.50 


A sympathetic, serious, in some ways innovational, and always interesting 
investigation of alcoholism, an illness (and it <s to be so considered) which affects 
four million people in the U.S.- or 6% of those that drink. While Dr. Ullman is 
aware of the psychological disturbance which is a correlative factor, he does not 
hold with the majority opinion- that drinking is only a way of handling a conflict. 
He does place much emphasis on national patterns- environmental influences- and early 
attitudes and experiences (particularly if ambivalence exists) in determining later 
addiction.... As someone recently said, “drinking isn't something one does... it's a 
thing that happens to one"... and here are all the sorry things that attend it-- the 
pretenses, rationalizations, protestations; the loss of self-esteem; the alienation 
of one's family; the occupational downward drift until you reach rock bottom where 
the first step toward salvation is surrender and the acceptance of the fact that "one 
drink is too many; a thousand aren't enough". A. A., more than an organization, but 
a point of view and a program, seems to be the best answer to date- and Dr. Ullman has 
used a good deal of their material (along with psychiatric studies, etc.) to bolster 
his survey and study of alcoholism. It's a very good book- for all those who are im- 
mediately or indirectly concerned with this problem- both in its insights and recom- 
mendations. 


June 23 


Smith, Frank K. Random House 
FLIGHTS OF FANCY $3.95 


A Philadelphia lawyer who took to the air to escape the tensions of modern 
life, then wrote Week-end Pilot to tell about it, flies again. This time the adven- 
tures of author and family center around their shiny new Piper Comanche, Fancy, and 
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how they fly all over the place in it having a big time. Included are descriptions of 

storms, of being lost over the West Indies, and of seeing a good chunk of the United 

States from 10,000 feet up. All of this is written in a literate style but choked with 3 
a kind of Kiwanis optimism made even worse by breezy journalese and wise crackery which 

soars much lower than the author himself. Not very good, but interesting probably to - 

those who do, or want to, fly. (LC:60-5549) 


Fore-24— 


Allegro, John Marco Doubleday 
THE TREASURE OF THE COPPER SCROLL $4.95 


There's a good deal of material here regarding the Dead Sea Scrolls that will 
be unfamiliar to those who know only the findings of the earlier scrolls deciphered. 
For this concerns the copper scrolls, one small part of the collection only has been s0 
far successfully unrolled and deciphered. The author is one of those who had a great 
deal to do with this, and the results have proved of inestimable value. The text conta- 
ined in the scroll comprises a painstaking inventory of the amount of the treasure- 
probably treasure set aside for religious purposes- and the places of concealment, thus 
proving an hypothesis advanced by Prof. Kuhn. It illuminates many aspects of contemporary 
Near East architecture, historical findings and religion. There are difficulties in ortho- 
graphy, there is carelessness in transcription, there is lack of familiarity with suffi- 
cient Hebrew terminology on such things as conduits, water sources, etc. The three main 
locations are the sites in the area of the Dead Sea, the environs of Jericho, and Jerusalen, 
and already light is thrown on disputed facts of topography, underground passages, state- 
ments made by Josephus, and the New Testament. Indications are that there will be new 
findings on the location of the gate by which Jesus came and went, on the location of the 
events of Maundy Thursday, on Gethsemane, the garden of Joseph of Arimathea, some of the 
underground passages of the Temple, the Great Altar, and so on. The author explores the 
varying conclusions as to these matters and others. And he hopes that this book may help 7] 
recharge the interest in the Scrolls, so that further research can be properly financed 
and extended. The market is known- and this is a vitally important addition. (LC:60-9297) 


\ 


Castellani, Aldo Doubleday 


A DOCTOR IN MANY LANDS $4.95 


The autobiography of an Italian doctor, now in his '80s, is a record of medical 
work in many countries and of the many worlds - from primitive life in Africa to that of 
royalty - in which he practised his profession. A rebel in his Florentine family, he 
qualified in 1899 in Italy for medicine, trained in England and Germany, and was chosen 
for an English scientific expedition to Uganda to study sleeping sickness. Then Ceylon 
for 12 years, teaching and practising, brought him respect as a "foreign" doctor; World 
Wer I saw him on the battlefields and with the International Public Hygiene Commission; 
there was work in Poland and then a round of teaching from New Orleans to Rome and London. 
Next the Ethiopian War gave him the chance to keep the loss of men through disease at a 
low level while World War II took him, now permanently returned to Italy, to many areas as 
Chief Surgeon General. In 1946 he escorted Queen Marie Jose and the 4 royal children to 
Portugal; there were further chances for travel and he finally settled in Portugal. There 
are accounts of many of his patients- including a personal portrait of Mussolini; of the 
organisms and microbes he is partial to; of his specialty, tropical medicine, and his re- 
search in it; of royal weddings - and deaths. It is a leisurely review, amiable and modest, 
and of definite interest to those who follow medical personalities. (LC:60-9469) 


Frome, Michael Doubleday 
WASHINGTON $2.95 


A Modern Guide to the Nation's Capital is the helpful answer to the first vis- ” 
itor and full of useful suggestions for those returning. "Everybody's city" is toured 
through its history, its weather and seasonal happenings, and how to get where you want 
to go, before the individual sections sare detailed. The Capitol, monuments and museums, 
the White House, executive offices, parks and sports, art and music, eating and sleeping 
places, night life, Georgetown, churches, round out the where and how to of sightseeing. 
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There is a chapter on women and Washington; on guidance for visitors from overseas; 
on tours and activities for children arranged by age; on the present developments 
¢ that do, and future projects that will, transform Washington. There are six planned 
tours of one, two, three and four days that go outside of Washington, and there is a 
finel chapter with quotations from various authorson aspects of the city. A family 
headed here will be able to program their days for fullest enjoyment and even those 
who know the city well will discover unexplored areas. 500 linecuts, maps, diagrams, 
directory-index. (LC:60-9477) 




































June 24 


O'Connor, Richard Doubleday 
PAT GARRETT $3.95 


Subtitled “a biography of the famous marshal and killer of Billy the Kid," 
this book by the author of Wild 3:11 Hickok, Bat Masterson, etc., is in fact as much 
the story of the Kid as it is of the man who killed him. And like Ju/arosa by Sonni- 
chsen, another authority on the Southwest, it is also an account of the bloody New 
Mexican cattle wars of the 19th and early 20th centuries. Born in Alabama in 1850, 
Garrett came to Lincoln County, New Mexico, as a young man, and was for a time the 
bosom friend of Billy the Kid, nine years his junior and already started on his 
murderous career. Turning to law enforcement, Garrett broke with the Kid and in 
1881, ordered to capture the outlaw, who had broken jail under sentence of death 
for murder, shot him at night at the house of a friend, thereby saving his own life 
and earning the enduring hatred of the Kid's followers. Garrett lived out his life 
in ‘the Pecos and Tularosa Valleys, writing, with a ghost, he Authentic Life of 
Silly the Kid, bringing irrigation to the Pecos, and in the Tularosa failing to 
capture the killers behind the notorious murder of Colonel Fountain and his small 

oe son; in 1908 he was himself shot in the back, probably by a hired killer. Carefully 
documented and competently written but adding little to present historical knowledge, 
@ mine already well worked, this book, like Tularosa, (p. 353) should appeal to more 
literate addicts of "Westerns" and to beginning students of American frontier history. 
Bibliography. (LC:60-9486) 


Rogers, W.G. & Weston, Mildred Doubleday 
CARNIVAL CROSSROADS $3.50 


Everyone in the book business knows W.G. Rogers through his syndicated book 
column. That music was his second love is not surprising. And to both authors, Times 
Square is the crossroads of their daily interests and activities. One might have 
hoped that their book- written to their own needs- might have captured more of the 
spell, despite the inevitability of recognizing and regretting the tinsel. But some- 
how this seems to have missed fire. The analogy with which they launch its story 
stretches things a bit as the authors manage to find the forerunners of today's Times 
Square sightseers greeting the discoverer of New York Harbor in 1524. They trace the 
historical events which took place on that spot from Revolutionary days to the growth 
of the area during the 19th century and the construction of the Crystal Palace in 
Madison Square. But it wasn't until 1895, when Oscar Hammerstein opened his Olympia 
Music Hall, that Times Square, then called Longacre Square, began to take on its 
present character. Times Square was formally given its name in 1904 when the Rapid 
Transit was designating its station stops. The authors discuss the industry which 
has “done the most” for Broadway - the movies, the Square's mammoth electric adver- 
tising, its real estate value (not the highest in the city), its famous restaurants 
and meeting places, its chief criminals in former days, and the various disreputable 

2 types found congregating now in Times Square. There's nothing here of any compelling 
reading value in spite of what should be a naturally dramatic subject. And as for 
presenting a picture of the present deplorable state of Times Square: it was done 
much better in e recent feature of the N. Y. Times. (LC:60-9489) 
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June 27 


Haney, Robert W. Beacon 
COMSTOCKERY IN AMERICA $3.95 eS 


A controlled, hardhitting, and,except to those whose special interests and be- 
liefs will be affronted, convincing assault on censorship- of what we read or see or say- 
since liberty is more to be protected than public morals and restraints are basically 
destructive to creativity and growth. This is the larger issue the author makes here and 
it is kept firmly in view; but in getting down to the case by case examination of where 
censorship (it has a legal basis) or control (non-legal) prevail, certain institutions 
and individuals are openly attacked. This book is to some extent a rebuttal of Father 
Gardiner's Catholic Viewpoint on Censorship. From earlier historical precedents, to 
Comstock, that joyless protector of the public, Mr. Haney goes on to discuss famous cases 
(Ulysses, etc.) and shows the difficulty of establishing real criteria- "obscenity is all 
things to all men". The comics, Wertham to the contrary, have had no really deleterious 
effect on the young he feels, nor have cheap magazines; what they have largely stimulated 
is the unhealthy type of vigilance as practised by the National Legion of Decency- or in the 
case of the movies, the Motion Picture Code, while in the television industry, sponsor 
censorship is another regrettable type of repression. At the close, Haney discusses the 
psychology of the Comstock who suppresses "in order to stabilize his own tremulous values 
and conscience" and his power to influence public opinion. A controversial book- surely 
and admittedly- but there will be many to welcome it as an important record of what has 
been achieved in the defense of civil liberties and as a protest against the prudery 
often called prudence. (1C:60-10489) 


Latham, Edward Connery-/d. Stephen Greene Press 
MEET CALVIN COOLIDGE $4.50 


"Part sphinx, part Yankee wizard... part just plain Cal"- the former President 
as he was (fondly) sketched and remembered by friends and familiars and others again 
appears in these more than thirty short pieces. The editor indicates— but does not e 
explain- the paradox of his election-- he was a taciturn, introspective, "unfathomed and 
unfathomable" man; Kenneth Roberts defines the essence of his character- "simplicity, 
stability of character, loyalty, thrift"; Gamaliel Bradford points it up in a phrase- 

"the genius of the average"; and his friends, his wife, his portraitist, his social secre- 
tary, Will Rogers and Al Smith and Clarence Day, Mencken and Lippmann, Mrs. Dwight Morrow 
and Bernard Baruch are among the many who commented on the man and the statesman who was 
above all "plain folks".... A collection which is predicated on the regional pride in a 
native son and which may not speak to others who did not then feel a particular respect 
or liking for Coolidge, or who now scarcely remember him. 


Kidd, David V Macmillan 
ALL THE EMPEROR'S HORSES $3.50 


",..cannot put the old China together again." Set in Peking during the first 
days of Mao's entry into official power, this is a finely wrought, personal, and delicate 
depiction of what to some is a disaster, to others a deliverance. The author, an American 
university professor, marries Aimee, the daughter of an ex-justice of the Chinese supreme 
court, just as the entire order from which springs her dignity and grace is receiving its 
death blow. Like the crumbling mansion so vital to Buddhist mythology, the palatial home 
of the Yus quickly succumbs as the various members of Aimee Yu's family go about finding 
a way of survival within the new order of things. The author, highly suspect as an American 
and as a member of the aristocratic Yu menage is, himself, subject to scrutiny and even 
arrest, although with comic rather than dire results. Throughout his ordeal he maintains | 
@ perspective on the situation which admits nostalgia, awe, and humor. David Kidd writes : 
with restrained composure. The atmosphere he evokes is strong, exercising a poignant ef- ye | 
fect on the senses. He is discreet and despite the chain of lamentable events he reveals-- 
often with humor--one does not feel that a political judgment is being made. Here, rather, 
is a picture of a world in transition, a world which,under the scrutiny of the author, 
emerges rich, refreshing and real. Most of this appeared in the Wew Yorker. (LC:60-8122) 
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Russell, Bertrand World 
BERTRAND RUSSELL SPEAKS HIS MIND $3.50 


A series of thirteen television dialogues between Lord Russell and BBC 
commentator, Woodrow Wyatt, in the Spring of 1959, now brought to earth in book 
form. Lord Russell, in reply to prepared questions, gives very unrehearsed, sponta- 
neous and often amusing comments to bear on serious areas of human problems. "What 
is Philosophy?" evokes a typically dry and witty interview in which he boils the 
ancient discipline down to a study of those things science cannot study. Religion 
of course is considered “harmful", individuality is a precious but griveously 
threatened human virtue. A minor yet readable summing up of many of the views which 
heave made Lord Russell famous or infamous, depending on how you look at it. (LC:60- 


6689) 


O 
June 2¥Y 


Rosenthal, M. L. Macmillan 
A PRIMER OF EZRA POUND $2.50 


This is an excellent and fair minded resume of the works of Ezra Pound, 
the poet, basing its judgments- as it should- on the literary man, rather than on 
the violence and prejudice of which he was often capable in his personal life. 
Pound was of enormous influence on other poets in the breakaway from Victorian sen- 
timentality and romanticism. He was partially the founder of the Imagist movement 
which insisted on the concrete, on the precise, and on the concise. His own early 
poems are both strong and tender. A scholar, a linguist and an able translator, he 
extended knowledge of other cultures and fused them. In this respect, he followed 
a marked trend of the time and set the pace for Yeats, Joyce and Mann- other great 
"fusionists". Not always easy to understand, Pound is always technically expert, 
and any detached reading of his poetry will show him fervent, a lover of art and 
crafts, aman, purely- if sometimes mistakenly- dedicated to poetry. Mr. Rosenthal 
has made all this admirably clear and it should be of real value to devotees of Pound 
and students of modern poetry. (LC:60-7281) 


a“ j ‘ 
Syné7? Wl 1» 


Sonnichsen, C. L. ¥ Devin-Adair 
TULAROSA $6.00 


Wider in scope than O'Connor's Pat Garrett (see P. 351) but covering much 
the same territory, this book by the author of Alias Billy the Kid, Cowboys and 
Cattle Kings, etc., tells of the New Mexican southwest of the past 80-odd years, and 
in particular of the Tularosa Valley, once notorious for its cattle wars, today known 
for Alamogordo, missiles, and the White Sands Proving Grounds. Settled by white men 
in the early 1870's, the Tularosa, dry and wide and remote, was for years inhabited 
by a tough and often law-ignoring breed of nen and women: Pat Coghlan, who hired Billy 
the Kid to steal cattle for him; John Good; Oliver Lee and his family; the Fountains; 
Pat Garrett, who killed Billy the Kid; his enemy Brazel; the malodorous Albert Fall of 
Teapot Dome fame, and many others. The author, who knows every foot of the Valley, 
attempts a not too successful apologia for Fall, deals in detail with the brutal and 
unsolved murder of Colonel Fountain and his little son in the White Sands in 1896, and 
devotes refreshingly little space to the tinsel delinquent, the Kid, instead writing 
at length of the author, Eugene Manlove Rhodes, poet of the Tularosa and lover of 
cowboys. As well documented as Pat Garrett and even more readable, this book, like 
the O'Connor volume, will appeal to students of the old frontier and to writers, 
readers and viewers of "Westerns". Illustrated. Bibliography. (LC:60-5119) 
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Quennell, Peter Viking S 
THE SIGN OF THE FISH $5.00 


The biographer and portraitist (Hogarth's Progress, The Profane Virtues, etc.) 
discusses the background of art, chiefly in relation to literature, and it is a graceful 
and discerning causerie proceeding from personal experience to that of many of his well 
known contemporaries, from the particular to the universal. The pleasure and pain of 
writing, a via dolorosa, pursued to intensify and enlarge our sense of life, leads to a 
discussion of the various genres: poetry, the older and nobler form of writing which he 
attempted as a young man, Robert Graves, T. S. Eliot, Dylan Thomas and his disordered 
life, and that “solid literary phalanx"- the Sitwells; storytellers, and again the 
failings of his own early novel, Colette, Gide, Virginia Woolf, Greene's “inferno” and 
Waugh's "wasteland"; stylists- George Moore and James; artists; biography, with an aside 
on his own study of Byron. There is an interesting piece on writing as a means of self- 
discovery; on two criminal court cases; on literature and illness- and the artistic per- 
sonality which- in its heightened sensibility- must also be neurotic. Quennell is a 
fastidious and perspicacious writer and these essays on artists and writers have many 
small insights and larger illuminations to attract and stimulate a selective audience. 


(LC:60-6786) 


Late- But Important 


MASTERS OF WORLD ARCHITECTURE Braziller 
(Publ. ) $3.95 each 
Choay, Francoise- LE CORBUSIER (LC:60-6079) 
Collins, George R.- ANTONIO GAUDI (LC:60-6078) 
Drexler, Arthur- LUDWIG MIES VAN DER ROHE (LC:60-6077 ) 


Gutheim, Frederick- ALVAR AALTO (LC:60-6080) 
Huxtable, Ada Louise- PIER LUIGI NERVI (LC:60-6076) 
Scully, Vincent, Jr.- FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT (LC:60-6075) 


* Introducing the companion volumes to The Great American Artists Series (same 
publisher), these tests, extensively illustrated with photographs and drawings, present 
the biographies and the works of six important contemporary architects, widely varied as 
to backgrounds, contributions and attitudes. These attitudes are illustrated in their 
works and elaborated on in the excellent companion texts. This series- at this price- 
is highly recommended for schools and for the reader concerned in the part architecture 
plays in reflecting and molding society. Here is a concise and intelligent introductory 
guide. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 


164 Redgrave, Michael- THE MOUNTEBANK'S TALE- from 4/27 to 5/25 (Harper) 
213 Reitlinger, Gerald- THE HOUSE BUILT ON SAND- from 4/18 to 6/3 (Viking) 
220 Draper, Theodore- AMERICAN COMMUNISM AND SOVIET RUSSIA- from 4/29 to 5/16 (Viking) 
255 Kazantzakis, Nikos- THE SAVIORS OF GOD- from 4/27 to 5/26 (Simon & Schuster) 
261 Hampshire, Stuart- THOUGHT AND ACTION- postponed indefinitely (Viking) 
262 Daggs, Elisa- DOORWAYS TO THE WORLD- price from $5.95 to $4.95 (Doubleday) 
269(R) Guarducci, Margherita- THE TOMB OF ST. PETER- from 4/15 to 6/3 (Hawthorn) 
306 de Pereda, Prudencio- WINDMILLS IN BROOKLYN- definite date 6/29 (Atheneum) oO 
322 Kaufmann & Raeburn- fds.-FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT- Writings & Buildings- Note correct 
title. Hardcover price at $3.95. Date from 5/? to 6/8 (Horizon) 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 
Reported by Varda Pinckard 


PICTURE nodts 


Cleary, Beverly Parnassus Press 
THE HULLABALOO ABC 10x8; Cloth; $2.95 


Twenty-six couplets introduce the young child to the alphabet. In rhymes 
which are not mechanical but nevertheless easily memorized, he not only is introduced 
to letters, he becomes familiar in print with recognizable articles and phenomena. 
Bold illustrations by Earl Thollander in colors which are at once muted and decorative 
make this a bright incentive to learning. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Adler, Irving and Ruth John Day-Reason Why Series 
THINGS THAT SPIN From Tops to Atoms $2.00 


The top, a favorite toy, can well teach the child many vital laws of motion 
in the universe. In this text the authors describe, in a way which can be observed 
by the reader, the six primary facts regarding the tendencies of a top. They then 

7 relate these tendencies to the behavior of the earth and sun, to atoms and molecules. 
A vital if somewhat complex subject handled with clarity and precision. A good 
supplement to school science studies, this is recommended primarily for elementary 
school libraries. (7/? LC:60-10265) 


Moore, Lamont Watts-First Book Series 
THE FIRST BOOK OF PAINTINGS $1.95 


* This excellent introduction to painting not only introduces the young 
reader to known masterpieces, but establishes certain aesthetic precepts and serves 
as an open sesame to intelligent perception. Organized in sections which deal with 
the component parts of paintings--line, shape, space, light, color, pattern, balance, 
rhythm, contrast, and unity--Lamont Moore makes his analysis directly from the 
numerous full page photographic illustrations, thereby establishing concrete concepts 
in the reader's mind which can be employed in viewing other works. A text which dis- 
courages passivity on the observer's part and suggests that the appreciation of 
painting is a vital and stimulating activity. Recommended for school libraries, sup- 
plementary reading and home libraries. (5/27. LC:60-5576) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- FICTION 


Crist, Eda & Richard Abelard-Schuman 
THE MYSTERY OF BROKEN-HORSE CHIMNEYS - $3.00 


Dodey, fifteen, her brother Bobby, thirteen, and their father take a summer 
vacation in the Pennsylvania mountains. Here they stumble upon a mystery, the crux 
of which is a life-long desire for atonement. Here also in the company of a sixteen- 

& year-old resident, they discover the enchantments of this remote country and the 

menace of those who would ravage it for the rich bounty of surface coal it contains. 
A poignant feeling of the locale and interesting regional details make this a mystery 

story for boys and girls of more than average stature. (5/16) 
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Abelard-Schuman 
VALIANT VANGUARD $3.00 





Dick, Trella Lamson 




































Against a background of the Oregon Territory tensions of 1846, this is the story . 7 
of a pioneer family and their curious association with the Cayuse medicine woman, Lahita. 
When young Sam Laurance stumbles across the old woman, who is in hiding, fearing the 
vengeance of a tribesman whose daughter she has failed to cure, he comes to her aid. 
Repeatedly he and his family perform services for her which save her life, and they are 
repaid with their lives when the marauding Indians attack. Somewhat biased in behalf of 
the white cause, the author gives but perfunctory justification for the attitude of the 
Gisplaced Indians. A well written adventure tale with a full if prejudiced historical 
context. (5/18) 


Tennant, Kylie St. Martin's Press 
ALL THE PROUD TRIBESMEN $2.95 


* Set on a South Pacific island, this is the story of a white woman, a group of 
friendly islanders, and an angry volcano. When Miss Buchanan, the school mistress of 
Firecrest Island, learns from Dr. Mason, an irascible scientist of a neighboring island . 
that Firecrest volcano will soon erupt, she evacuates her native friends to a neighboring 
jungle island. Here she encounters fear that her flock will starve, foul play from the 
“ghosts” of the jungle, and hostility from Dr. Mason. But she persists with devotion 
until harmony is reestablished, the spirits exorcised, and her adopted son assured of an 
education which will equip him to continue the work she has so successfully begun. Author 
of many books for adults, among them 7iburon (S.H. Prior Memorial Prize for the best 
Australian novel of 1935), Kylie Tennant tells a good story and enriches it with a vivid 
picture of the islands and the men who inhabit them. (5/27. LC:60-8982) 


Govan, Christine Noble & Sterling 
West, Emmy MYSTERY AT FEARSOME LAKE $2.50 


Once more the six Lookouts turn their summer vacation into a sleuthing holiday. ie 
This time an abandoned summer camp is the background for strange and sinister events: A 
monster troubles the lake waters, an explosion rocks the quiet community. And it is the 
Lookouts to the rescue using every camping and skin diving technique at their disposal 
who unearth an old and festering resentment and restore security to the camp. Mystery 
and outdoor adventure meet here in a blend which will not disappoint the already confirmed 
Lookout enthusiasts and which will win the four boys and two girls new fans. (6/1) 


LHIRTEEN TO FIFTELN- FICTION 
Dehkes, Evelyn S. Abelard-Schuman 
ANNA-MARIE $3.00 


Anne-Marie, a nineteenth century Norwegian girl, is determined to escape the 
restrictions which govern the lives of most proper girls. She will not serve as a maid 
until a likely man chooses her for his bride. Anna-Marie will be a printer. In this 
first volume Anna-Marie's struggle to implement her plans and her crusade to help a poor 
young man achieve his dream, comprise a lively story rich in detail of urban Victorian 
Norway. Readers will anticipate Volume II which follows Anna-Marie to America and to the 
young man she loves. (5/17. LC:60-7075) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN-= NON-FICTION 


Asimov, Isaac Abelard-Schuman 
THE KINGDOM OF THE SUN $3.00 


* The solar system has long been a subject of primary fascination both for poets 
and scientists. In this lucid text which traces the development and importance of man's ea 
discoveries regarding the nature of this system, Isaac Asimov maintains an admirable 
balance between fact and romance. An exciting exploration into astronomy which answers 
many vital questions and encourages a further investigation of astronomical sub jects. 
Diagramatically illustrated. (5/16. LC:59-11274) 
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Manton, Jo Abelard-Schuman 
ELIZABETH GARRETT, M.D. $3.00 


Set in Victoria's England, this is the story of Elizabeth Garrett, daughter 
of a strict and conventional household. It is the story of her determined resolve to 
better the position of women, of her difficult pursual of a medical career in the 
spirit that such a path would best further the advancement of women's rights as well 
as help the suffering. Her accomplishments, despite the rebuffs of her peers and of 
society, are meticulously recounted here in context of the vital group of men and 
women with whom she lived and worked, and who were totally devoted to her. The 
English situation had its parallels here but only a dedicated interest is apt to 
take that hurdle, well done though it is. (5/19. 1C:60-8077) 


Wilson, Dorothy- £d. Watts 
DANGER, DANGER, DANGER $2.95 


* Here, are eighteen vividly told stories of danger; stories in which crises 
heighten man's passions and reveal that which is most basic in him. A barehanded 


encounter with a leopard, a fight against an explosive oil deposit, military clashes, 


a night in an eerie Tibetan monastery, peril on the fon 7iki, terror beneath the sea, 
a glimpse into a volcano, clashes with cannibals, these and other incidents in which 
the stakes are life or death are related by the men who experienced them. A high 
standard of narrative writing marks this text which will have an immediate appeal both 
to boys and girls who would vicariously experience ultimate moments in the lives of 
courageous men. (6/? LC:60-8808) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Household, Geoffrey Little, Brown-AMP 
DUEL IN THE DARK $3.95 


For those who enjoy adventure and romance against a background of England's 
byways and hedges, this novel by the author of Rogue Male is highly recommended. 
Centering about Charles Denim's pursuit of an assassin, the ex British Intelligence 
officer takes off on a deadly chase of his assailant with sporting adventure and ex- 
citing action every inch of the way. Written with a flair, men and boys should read 
this with enthusiasm. F.R. 339. (6/27. 1C:60-6531) 


Chase, Mary Ellen Norton 
THE LOVELY AMBITION $3.95 


An English pastor (chapel) at the turn of the century leaves his East Anglia 
parish and with his family comes to a Maine coastal village. Highly eccentric, 
equally good and devoted, his is a career filled with humor, pathos, and nostalgia. 
Characterized by evocative depictions of time, place, and character, this story of the 
minister, his wife, adolescent daughter, and ten-year-old twins will easily win 
readers who through experience or fancy have responded to the particular magic of 
Maine life. F.R. p. 333. (6/15. LC:60-5843) 


Barker, Shirley Random House 
THE LAST GENTLEMAN . $3.95 


A story of frustrated love, conflicting loyalty, and high patriotic passion 
is this novel set in the New Hampshire colony at the time of the Boston Tea Party. 
The "last gentleman", Governor John Wentworth, is in conflict with his fellows in his 
loyalty to the king. And equally intense is the conflict his spoilt wife faces be- 
tween her duties as wife and mother-to-be and her interest in numerous other men. 
Subsidiary characters, also torn by clashing desires, give dramatic texture to this 
vivid portrayal of a crucial and colorful period in American history. Shirley Barker 
provides the student of the American past with a romantic vehicle by which much that 
is factual can be learned. F.R. p- 336. (6/6. 1L0:60-6377) 
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Sonnichsen, C. L. Devin-Adair 
TULAROSA $6.00 
Written by the author of Alias Billy the Kid, Cowboys and Cattle Kings, etc. - 


this is the story, excitingly portrayed, of the New Mexican southwest of the past eighty 
years. Particularly stressing the Tularosa Valley, it is an account of the region once 
known for its cattle wars, today for Alamogordo, missiles, and the White Sands Proving 
Grounds. Rich in detail of desperados, good men, bad men, and brave men, this illustrated 
text with bibliography should appeal to students of the old frontier and to fans of true 
"Westerns". F.R. p. 353. (6/? LC:60-5119) 


Mitchell, Brig. Gen. William B. Random House 
MEMOIRS OF WORLD WAR I $5.00 


In this telling of his own story General "Billy" Mitchell recounts those episodes 
in which he was involved during World War I. The first U.S. Officer to serve on the front, 
he kept a meticulous journal which he expanded during his court martial into a larger work, 
never publishedin book form. Filled with details on trench warfare, technical observations, 
descriptions of America's "hat-in-the-ring" fighter squadron, this somewhat subjective 
narrative does much to shed light on the personalities and events which shaped the first of 
the great global conflicts. An excellent supplement for students of World and American 
history. F.R. p. 348. (6/16. L1C:60-5548) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 
Morse, Arthur D. Doubleday 
SCHOOL OF TOMORROW-TODAY $1.50 


Faced with the crisis situation of more students and insufficient teaching 
facilities, this is a report on remedial steps with which educators have been experimenting 
throughout the United States. An ungraded school with a continuous progress plan, television 
teaching, teacher aid programs, correspondence courses, these and other techniques have a 
been integrated into the educational system, often with highly satisfactory results. An 
indication of hopeful possibilities, this text should be read with interest by all those 
who recognize the immediate need to prepare for an even more acute problem in the years to 
come. F.R. p. 342. (5/20. 1C:60-11614) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


147 (J-103) Sootin, Laura- LET'S GO TO A CIRCUS- 4/? to 5/13 (Putnam) 

149 (J-105) Clark, A.N.- WORLD SONG- 4/8 to 5/30 (Viking) 

Weart, Edith L.- THE STORY OF YOUR BLOOD- pp. to 8/? (Coward-McCann) 

232 (J-124) Norman, Gertrude- A MAN NAMED COLUMBUS- 4/22 to 5/27. $2.50 to $2.00 (Putnam) 

236 (J-128) Schussler, R. & E.- STARBOUND- 5/25 to 5/20 (Putnam) 

290 (J-144) Buehr, Walter- KEEPING TIME- definite date 5/20 (Putnam) 

297 (J-151) Padover & Nehru- NEHRU ON WORLD HISTORY- The Story of World History in context 
should read /he Story of the World, which formed part but was not a condensation, 
of the major work, Glimpses of World History From 5/5 to 5/18. (John Day ) 

330 (J-154) Aldis, Dorothy- QUICK AS A WINK- 5/5 to 5/27 (Putnam) 


Erratum 


155 (J-111) Searcher, V.- LINCOLN'S JOURNEY TO GREATNESS (Winston). A misstatement 
occurred in our review regarding the order of Lincoln's overnight stops. 
This should have read: Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Columbus, Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland, Buffalo, Albany, New York and Philadelphia. He did not stop 
overnight in Harrisburg and Baltimore. The importance of this correction 
is that this volume is the first and only book devoted to the subject, and 
other reports of the trip are inaccurate and incomplete. For the first ie 
time, the facts of Lincoln's inaugural journey are given proper signifi- 
cance, thus setting the record straight...We regret that we may have 
further contributed to the inaccuracies of its earlier handling, and trust 
this sets our record straight. (4/11) (Winston) 





